
 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER PRAYER FOR CARE OF EARTH 
 

 
                        

THEME:  A TIME OF GIVING THANKS 
 
 
Call to Prayer: “In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth…God looked at 
everything God had made and found it very good.” Genesis 1:1. 31 
“St. Francis of Assisi reminds us that our common home is like a sister with whom we share our life and a 
beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace us…”(Laudato Si’, 1) “…see nature as a magnificent 
book in which God speaks to us and grants us a glimpse of his infinite beauty and goodness…” 
(Laudato Si’, 12) 
 
Song:  “All Good Gifts” by Kevin Keil or “What on Earth?” CD Earth Mama, Love Large by Joyce 
Johnson Rouse  
 
Reflection: 
This is a time, a gesture of stopping to give thanks that pours out from our hearts when we reflect on the 
goodness of our Creating God, our Universe, our Solar System, our Sun, our Earth, our Savior Jesus, our 
own Birth, our Family, and our Friends.  Can we stop from giving thanks?! 
 
We gather with family and friends and celebrate relationships that are meaningful to us: a day with a 
delicious meal, laughter, sharing stories, reflecting on the abundance that surrounds us at this time. 
 
It is a time to receive thanks as well as to give it—to be more aware of the extravagance of God 
showering us with life, the love of our sisters and brothers, all of creation and receiving the blessings of so 
much love. 
 
In Laudato Si’, Pope Francis invites us to “return to that 
simplicity which allows us to stop and appreciate the small 
things, to be grateful for the opportunities which life 
affords, us, to be spiritually detached from what we 
possess, and not to succumb to sadness for what we lack.” 
(222)  
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Let us pray for a greater insight of gratitude: 
To be grateful for what is, instead of underscoring what is not. 
To be present to one’s own small space of life, while stretching to the wide world beyond it. 
To search for and to see the good in others, rather than remembering their faults and weaknesses. 
To be thankful for each loving deed done by another, no matter how insignificant it might appear. 
To be as loving and caring as possible, in a culture that consistently challenges these virtues. 
To be at peace with what cannot be changed.  (Joyce Rupp) 
 
Reflection: 
In a conversation of Thomas Berry with Carolyn Toben in 2012, Thomas is reflecting on a way of seeing. 
He says “…we come into a mutually enhancing relationship with everything and everyone that 
strengthens the individual through the distinctive quality of things that bring about communion.  This 
creates a deep bond of intimacy that is invisible but knowable, a presence that is palpable.”  He adds, 
“Love is an inner presence to all things.” 
 
As Pope Francis reminds us in Laudato Si’, “…creation can only be understood as a gift from the 
outstretched hand of the Father of all, and as a reality illuminated by a love which calls us together into 
universal communion.”  (76) “Creation is the order of love”. (77) “The entire universe speaks of God’s 
love, his boundless affection for us.  Soil, water, mountains: everything is as it were, a caress of God.” 
(84) 
 
Quiet Reflection/Sharing:   
How can this time of Giving Thanks awaken in me to gratitude for Our Common Home? 
What is one more action I can commit to that will help me to receive the “caress of God?” 
 
Prayer Together: 
Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite love, teach us to contemplate you in the beauty of the 
universe, for all things speak of you.  Awaken our praise and thankfulness for every being that you have 
made.  Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined to everything that is.  Praise be to you!  Amen.                                     
Prayer of Pope Francis, Laudato Si’  
  

                              We have calcium in our bones, 
                                     iron in our veins, 
                                       carbon in our souls,                                                             
                                           nitrogen in our brains,                                                            
                                               93 percent stardust, 
                                                   with souls made of flames, 
                           we are all just stars that have people names. (Nikita Gill) 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                      
 

COSMIC ADVENT WREATH        
                               LAUDATO SI’ 
 
 

CELEBRATE THE FOUR MAJOR BIRTHS OF THE COSMOS 
Week 1:  Birth of the Universe (light first candle) 
 “God’s first idea was to become manifest—to pour out divine, infinite love into finite visible 
forms.  The “First Flaring Forth” (Big Bang) is now our scientific name for the first idea; and “Christ” is 
our theological name.  Both are about LOVE and BEAUTY exploding outward in all directions.”   
Richard Rohr 
 God of Advent, as we enter this season of Love and Beauty, remind us of our Common Home who 
cries out for restoration and preservation.  May we work diligently with Our Creating God to care for all 
of creation, even when it is not convenient.   
Week 2:  Birth of the Solar System (light second one) 
 “This vast ocean of our solar system is like a womb, that has unfolded over some five billion years 
to become galaxies and stars, psalms and pelicans, the music of Bach, and each of us alive today.”   Brian 
Swimme 
 God of Light, as we await the coming of the Star of David, fill our minds and hearts with love for 
our common home.  May our footprints upon Earth be small and light, a worthy legacy for future 
generations. 
Week 3:  Birth of Jesus Christ (light third one) 

Christ and Jesus are not exactly the same.  In Jesus, God’s presence became more obvious and 
believable in the world.  “By his incarnation (the Christ) inserted himself not just into our humanity, but 
into the universe which supports humanity.  The presence of the Incarnate Word…shines at the heart of 
all things.”  Teilhard de Chardin 

God of the Cosmos, you set the star of Bethlehem in the sky to guide us to the Infant Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  May all nations care for the cosmos through peaceable communication and cooperative 
exploration. 
Week 4:  My Birth into the Whole Cosmic Body of the Universe (light fourth one) 

“We have the power to create a new world, and we have the power to destroy this one.  How we 
choose depends on how we grasp this moment as the kiss of God, impelling us to stand up and speak.”  
Ilia Delio, OSF  

God of the Universe, you have bestowed grace upon us through our Savior Jesus Christ.  May we 
live in mutual interdependence with all creatures on our beloved Earth.  Show us how to live sustainably 
so that all beings are able to live with sufficiency.   
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